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Board acquits Goodson 


Van driver in Freddie 
Gray case found not 
guilty on all charges 


By KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore Police Officer Caesar Goodson 
Jr. was found not guilty Tuesday of all 21 
administrative charges against him in the 
2015 arrest and death of Freddie Gray. 

The verdict absolves Goodson once and 
for all in the case, and allows him to 


continue his career on the city 
police force. 

Goodson, 48, the driver of the 
police van in which Gray was 
found with severe spinal cord 
injuries in April 2015, was charged 
with neglecting his duty by failing 
to ensure Gray’s safety by securing 
him in a seat belt or calling a medic 
when he requested one. He was 
also charged with making false 
statements to investigators. 

Goodson faced possible termination if 
any of the charges against him had been 
sustained. 

A trial board of three police officers — 


Goodson 


two from Baltimore and one from 
Prince George’s County — was 
unanimous in clearing him of all 


a eS A charges. He was acquitted in a 


separate criminal trial of charges 
r including second-degree de- 
praved-heart murder. 

“This is a vindication of this 
officer? said Sean Malone, one of 
Goodson’s attorneys. “This is a 
tragic accident that happened, and 
were sorry for the loss of Mr. Gray. But 
we're glad that our client is not going to be 
the face of this incident.” 

The decision of the panel is final. It 
cannot be challenged by the city or the 


police department. 

Police Commissioner Kevin Davis said 
the department “will stay the course” with 
the forthcoming trial boards for two other 
officers charged administratively in the case. 

“Freddie Gray died in police custody. My 
thoughts and prayers remain with the Gray 
family,” Davis said in a statement. “We will 
continue to make improvements within our 
organization to meet the expectations of 
constitutional policing demanded by our 
community.” 

The administrative trial of Lt. Brian Rice 
is scheduled to start Monday. The trial of 
Sgt. Alicia White is slated for Dec. 5. 

See GOODSON, page 13 


Work of 
beer group 
is coming 
to a head 


Franchot’s task force on 
regulation of breweries 
holds last meeting today 


By MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


It isn’t your typical enforcer of alcohol 
laws who gets three beers named after him. 

But Comptroller Peter Franchot is not 
your typical regulator. 

Franchot, who has emerged as the No. 1 
cheerleader for Maryland’s craft breweries, 
this week concludes a 
months-long examina- 
tion of state beer laws as 
his Reform on Tap Task 
Force winds up its sched- 
ule of 10 public meetings. 

It’s been a frothy expe- 
rience for the three-term 
comptroller, who has 
traveled to breweries 
across the state to meet 
with industry leaders, sip 
beers from lager to stout and proclaim the 
potential of an industry that has grown from 
about 10 mostly small operations a decade 
ago to about 80 today. 

Some of those breweries are chafing 
under Maryland’s liquor laws, which put 
limits on how much they can sell directly to 
consumers and when they can do so. 

Franchot held forth this month on the 
benefits of unleashing the Maryland beer 
industry as Gov. Larry Hogan and Treasurer 
See FRANCHOT, page 9 
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Board votes to 
close schools 


on Jewish 
holidays 


Balto. Co. schools will keep 
their decades-old schedule 


By TALIA RICHMAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


The Baltimore County school board 
voted Tuesday to approve an academic 
calendar that keeps schools closed next 
year on the Jewish High Holy Days. 

The board’s decision comes after heated 
debate within the community about 
whether to require students to attend 
classes on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

The 9-3 vote follows the order of Gov. 
Larry Hogan that public schools in Mary- 
land begin after Labor Day and end by June 
15. The requirement, aimed at extending the 
summer and boosting state tourism, has 
forced some districts to compress their 
academic calendars. Religious holidays, 
snow days, school breaks and teacher 
planning days are in competition to avoid 
the chopping block. 

An advisory committee proposed two 
calendar options for the 2018-2019 school 
year. The board chose the one that shortens 
See SCHOOLS, page 13 
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This Patterson High School soccer player, who arrived in the U.S. from Guatemala in 2015, asked to be identified only as Duglas be- 
cause he fears for his immigration status. Fear of tougher immigration enforcement is widespread among soccer communities. 


Undocumented immigrants 
in city seek refuge in soccer 


‘We’ve noticed ... 


By JEFF BARKER 
The Baltimore Sun 


The Patterson High School soccer 
player pulled off his hoodie to reveal a dark 
blue jersey bearing the name of Neymar, 
his favorite player, and joined his team- 
mates on the sunny practice field. 

While the jersey offers the 17-year-old a 
connection, if mostly in his dreams, to the 
Brazilian superstar, the sport itself pro- 
vides the undocumented immigrant from 


Guatemala something more tangible: a 
respite from anxiety at a time of stepped- 
up immigration enforcement. 

“Maybe they can separate me from my 
mother. That makes me afraid,” said the 
player, who asked to be identified only as 
Duglas because of his immigration status. 

President Donald J. Trump has called 
for more aggressive immigration enforce- 
ment to reduce the numbers of undocu- 
mented immigrants in the nation, esti- 
mated by the Pew Research Center at 1L3 


lots of anxiety or fear? head of nonprofit says 


million people in 2016. 

Fear of arrest or deportation among 
illegal immigrants is particularly evident in 
the area’s soccer communities. The 
world’s most popular sport, it attracts 
players who grew up playing the game in 
other countries, and consider the sport 
part of their cultural heritage. 

“We've noticed a trend of lots of anxiety 
or fear? said Casey Thomas, director of the 
Baltimore office of Soccer Without Bor- 
See SOCCER, page 9 
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DEMOCRATS WIN: 
Democrats took ad- 
vantage of anti- 
Trump sentiment to 
win governorships in 
Virginia and New Jer- 
sey. In Virginia, Lt. 
Gov. Ralph Northam 
defeated Republican 
Ed Gillespie. In New Jersey Democrat 
Phil Murphy overcame Republican Lt. 
Gov. Kim Guadagno. NEWS PG 6 


TARGET TO CLOSE: The first Target 
built in Baltimore, at Mondawmin Mall, 
will close in February, apparently because 
of declining sales. NEWS PG 8 


TODAY’S WEATHER 


MOSTLY CLOUDY 
HIGH 


Clouds off and on Thursday SPORTS PG 10 
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